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LAWD WAS GOOD.
TOPVT. WHITFIELD;
- NOW AWAITS C.M.
v al Staff Colonel Does a L(;t
of Detective Work

G

Col. Robert Whitfield, of the. General Stal,
was more and more snnoyed when month after
month pussed srd brought no sign of the|
£3,000 worth of Liberty Bonds he had ordered
from a bank in Arkansas. But annoyanee
senrcoly describes the emotion ko felt when the
bank replied coldly that they not only had sent
the bonds, but held his receipt for them.
The Colonel wrote the bankers that they wore
& bunch of crooks, or words to that cffect, and
ho slso got a lefter to the Attorney Genmoral
off hix chest. Tho bank countered with a cer-
tificd copy of tho recoipt, and there it was,
signed **Robert Whitfleld, Private, Company I,
370th Infantry.''

stil rufled, but more hopeful,

Probably fow ns,
they “mpy have followed the turger events of
tho World War, or however little provious
Fmowledge they may have had of the geog-
raphy of Enrope, when the phrase **Western
Front’ s méntiened, can fail to recsll the two
‘diagrammutic Jines which Accornted the pnges
of magazines and newspapers for a peried of
sboui four yeurs.

-Bemawhat like the edpes of a sagging cartain
they hung down over the map of northern
Yranee. the apper ond fastened to ‘the coust
line mear the t corner of 1gi
the lower end similarly fastened to the frontier
of Switzerland, Of the two lines, the bottom
one, which sapged slermingly in the middle
toward Paris, was' dotted and penerally bore
the iabel, ““Farthest German Advanee.”

The upper line, which was sotid, wns_druwn
tmek somewhat toward the Belgian frontier
slong most of its length, but particalarly in
the middle. This line which, until the spring
of 1018, was mimost us unchanging from month
to month nnd year to year as the dotted ona,
was usually labelled, *‘Present Batile Front.'’

Perhaps the most striking feature of the
dotted live. less noticenbly reproduced in the
rolid ene, was the sharp kink in it just nhove
the sag townrd Paris; it was as if the fulling
curtnin had caught on o peg there which held
it up and prevented it from falling further.
There was a good desl of trath in the simile
beecause that peg was Verdun, and if the TFronch
had not gritted their teeth and set their
ftrength to keep that peg from breaking, it is
very pessible that the black curtain of Hur
domination might have fallen completely over
western Europe.

Germans Siick at Ope Point

In August and September of 1914 the Ger-
mans, in thelr repested tremendoas efforts to
take Verdun, had the fortress ane time
practienlly surrounded on three sides; west,
north and cuast. But they were eventuslly
forced buck completely from the western side
and o few kilometers on the north and eass.

At one point, however, they stack. Bava-
rian troops captured the city of St Mihiel,
shout 30 Lilometers southeast of Verdun,
forced their way across the Meuse river, on
which Verdun also lies, cstablished n smull
pridgehend around the subrrb and hill of
Chauvoncourt on the western bank, and
here fixed a pog of their own which for four
yeurs remained a constant threat and em-
bar t to the ders of Verdun
Because upon it was hung the St Mihtel
salient. .

This fent, always the sharpest inequality
in the western battle front, broke forward from
the gencral line of ihe front near Les Eparges,
about 17 kilometers southeast of Verdun, From
this village, which is ou the abrupi edge of the
reverse slopes of the heights of the JMouse
where they drop to the plain of the Woevre,
or Veivre. the western side of the ealicut ran
almest due south for sbout 2C kilometers, cross-
ing the high, forested hills and descending their
western slopes jnto the valley of the JMeuse and
thes crossing that river to embrace the smali
bridigehond directly west of St. Mihiel.

Phere were senrcely two square kilomoters
of xround within the trenches of this bridge
Lead. but it was.Jarge enough effectually fo cut
the double-traek railway from Verdun to Toul
which, reaching on the south te Ypinal and
Beltort, had, before the war, linked up the
four great fortresses of the Fronch castern
fronticr.

Substitate Ralroad Routes

Deprived of this oxtremely importunt line,
Yerdun was obliged to depend for all its rail

i upon the double-track lino ex-
tending wostward from Ste. Menchould, supple-
mented beeause it was fo close to the front as
io be subject to imterruption by snother, mill
tary, doublo-track line built in 1916 sonthwest
from Vordun to the cxisting Ste. Menehould-Re-
vigny line at X The i
routes were, howover, so circuitous that it was
a slow process to shuitle treops buck and forih
by them along the eastern fronticr defenses.

Crossing the Mouse again just above St
Mihiel and including in its gifeuit Fort dn
Camp des Romains, tho one French fort of the
ine Letween Verdun and Toul which the Gor-
mans capturcd and held through most of the
waur, the front swuug eastward, again crossing
the heights of the Meuse, and descended into
the plain of the Woevre at Apremont, just
northeast of which rose the lofty bulk of Mont
See, 8 hed hilt g artillery it
to the Germans which for miles dominnted the
Allied lines in the lowlands,

From Apremont the front ran on by Xivray,
Boicheprey, Flirey, Liney, Regnieville and Fey-
on-Hayo and through. the Foret du Bois lo
Petre to & point on the Moselle river just above
Pont-n-Mousson, about 40 kilometers from St.
Mihiel. Tho total length of this salient was
about 65 kilometers; at its gorge botwoen Les
Eparges sud Regnioville it way about 80 kito-
meters wide, and from the line belween these
two points it thrust forward from the genersl
configurntion of the front about 22 kilometers

Continved on Page 8

SQUADS EAST FOR 8.0.S.

Trery organization in the S.0.8. is ordered
to have & one-half hour drill overy doy, Sun-
days and holidays excepted, by &. O. 7, v
$.0.8. The drills sve to Le sharp and snappy
with the iden of *‘getting the med back into
shapo as military units,”’ the order atates, *

In addition to the daily drill, every 8.0.8.

»unis is ordered to have s weekly inapection to
‘Ingure that all men are clean and properly
equipped sud clothed. Daily inspection of
quarters by compony officers is also’specified.

T'a make up for the timo spent in drills and
inspoctions, n general Ssturdsy sfternocn holi.
day will be observed throughout the 8.0.8,

Pressing rooms whero uniforms can bo kopt
in good sbape, snd stunds where men can clesn

Colorel Whitfield wrote o Ietter of inauiry to
tiie Colonel commanding that Tegiment of negro
Infantry which bonsted n Private Whitfield.
Thio letter arrived just when rumor wos already
tusy as to the source of Private Whitfield's
mysterious woalth,
The men of Company I had said nothing
when he got them all up to the entire wine
stock of-the best cafo in Dello, nesr Belfort.
Put iho gonsips got busy when he started pick-
ing up odds and ends of fino laces ond a din-
mond ring- or go-~which frippories he posted
to a lady in the South, The climax was
reacked when Private Whitfield bought s hand-
scme, 7 framed land inting for
300 franes and hung it over his bunk in s cow
stable.

Oificial Wheels Start Grinding
The oficial inquiry -then started brought to
tight that Private Whitfleld had, as suspg‘,ted.
rocefved the Londs. He had received them
thrice, na o mutter of act, A bit puzzled, he
had tried his best to.think up some rich uncle
in the Stutes whe might have sent them fo him,
but none of his uncles was at all like that.
Nor his annts, either. So twice ho mailed the
bonds back. The 1hird time, when they trailed
him into the Argonne, he accepted them fatal-
istically. Whyt
“Well, auh, AR jes' nutchully veckomed de
Luwd mus’ s meant to be good to me” .
So Private Whitfeld is now awsiting trial.
The Judge Advocute is scratching his head.
Whatever crime was committed, if any, it cer-
tuinly was not forgéry. Mennwhile, the art
exhibit has vanished from the cow stable and
the bapnk where the bonds were hypothecated
Sins mado 8 grab for Brivate Whitfield’s salary,
past, prosent and to come. .

Quite b way to coms, tou, according to the
present figuring, for it has been enleulnted that,
with all due allowances for insursnce and allot-
ments, Private Whitfield will have to stuy in
the Army about 20 yesrs in oxder o pay for
the bonds.
Unless, of course, he is mado 3 Quarter-
master sergennt, senior grade,

SOMEONE PUT ONE
OVER ON SOMEONE

Number of 9x4x3's in Excess of
A.E.F’s Strengt.

Znother scandall

That pathetic piciure of the heroic young
Americun, far from hems end friends on o
blenk Christmas day, cheated of even his tiny
remembranee from home, has already been
painted in the drab colors of the gloom srtist,
One measly little slip for one 9x4x3 that
weouldn’t hold—

But listen! The Postal Express Service of
the AJ.1% kept o coun? of the wumber of 9x4
's which arrived in FEurope——and the total
was 2,500,000, quite & good muny more than
there had heen men to send slips home.

Ninety-six thousand mail sacks had been
emptied and checked befors the PLE.S. began
1o wonder if there wera s few seeret expedi-
tions which had arrived and never heen ¢
covered, DBut ne. It was just s simple ense
of more puackages thon men——aund there isn't
any esplanation vet.

Tueid iy, for the & Lout-the-
A.EJF. who is siill wondering whero his Christ-
mus paeksge ix, it may be some consoistion for
him to know that ouo _car load of 9x4x3’s sit-
ting on & siding nt Bourges fsught fire and
bursed up some weeks ngo,

gt

Homebound Troops Going on Board
. 8.8, Mongolin at St. Nazaire

8lmal Corps Photo

- THE BRIDGE WHOSE WESTERN END IS AMERICA

FARMING COURSES
IN EDUCATION PLAN

Beaune University Starts
Next Week—Sorbonne
Opens Gates

Farmers’ clubs, farmers’ insti and short

courses in agriculture are to be organized
throughout the AMP. ss a poart of the post
gchiool system, under instructions from GH.Q.
contiined in Bulletin 0, .
In addition a specinl lecture system to cover
a wide range of subjects mot tsught in post
schools is fo be established throughout the
Army in France, and officers and enlisted men
who sre experts in specialized lines are to ad-
dress Army audiences—tho whole sebeme being
a sort of a broadened Chautauqua. Men with
worth-while hoblies will be given opportunities
to tell sbout them in their own camps and, if
the lectures are particularly capable, on an
Army lecture circuit,
Ffforts will be made to get ag many lectures
us posaible for the smaoller billeting aress,
where tho facilities of post schonls are less
ensily availablo. , .
Motion picture films and thousands of edu-
eationul Iantern slides will be shown in connee-
tion with Jectures, following principles now
recognized in Rchools and universities back
home.
In ths plans for formation of farmers' clubs,
ten or more men are to form the busis of an
organization which shall hold regular i

BIG RIFLE MATCH
" FOR WHOLE A.EF.
~ PLANNED IN MAY

Grand Scale Competition to
Be Held on Range Near
Le Mans

AR the rifio snd pistol carrying forces of
the A.B.F. will be represented in s rifle and
pistol competition and musketry match to be
conducied or 2 speetscnlsr seale eorly in Moy
at the D'Auvours Rifle Range, near Le Mans.

One soldier from ecach Infantry and Bngi
neer company snd each_Cuvalry troop through-
out the whole Army in France will fake part
in the riflo competitions in addition to officers

and conduct discussions, debates snd lectures,
Marketing, rural credit, farm community | .e
and the place of the farmer in naulional and
world affairs will be subjects cmphusized.

..... The {armers® institutes sre expeeted to have
three-day sessions, of the samc genersl char
acter ns those given in the States. Short agri-
cultural courses will be given at euch pest
where the demnnd warrsnts it and the teaching
staff can be reeruited. T

Beaune University to Open

In sddition to steing more than 150,000 sol-
diers actively following courses in poat schooly
throughout France, as a part of the AEY.
edueational program, the eoming week marks
the opening of two great Q:Dntm)ized Army uni-
versity eenters—the preparatory. opening of the
big eamp-university at Beaune, south of Dijon,
and the first lectures and eclasses for Americnn

1di d in the at Foris.

Reports from all parts of the AETF. the
past week told of increasing numbers being
enrolled in the wide variety of classes of the
post schools, tuught by ifistructors of alf Army
grades. B LT

In ‘Paris scores of students for, the Serbomne
began arriving Ilast week, in Tesponse to tele-
graphic instructions. There will be 2,300 sol-
dier-students in this and other sents of Fronch
jearning when the alluiments are completed.
Attendance will he divided by studies ss fol-
lowy: Law, 400; letters, 630; science, 798
medicine, 150.

Most of the students in Purls will live in
tiomes of Fronch- families.

At Beguno the week is being marked by the
srrival of largp numbers of the officers and
enlisted men who will bo instructors aud stu-
deuts in this school center, which will have

ling of

rép and various headquar-
ters.  Four soldiers from each Infantry and
Artillery regiment, itwo from each Engineer
‘regiment and one from each Cavalry treop will
takie part in pistol championshin events, Two.
officers from each regiment will slse enter the
competitions,

- The ry lies, whieh prot witl
e the most spectacular of all the shooting
5, will bring inte competition platoons rep-
resenting every division. Bach division will
send its. prize platoon of 58 mién aund an officer
lender. The platoons will not be specially
formed of selected men from their divisions,
but esch will have its regulsr personnel, Trans-
fers to ‘‘lond up’ any platoon with experts
are prohibited under Bulictin 7, GL.ILQ., which
unncunces the arrangements for the AET.
tournament.

Under Ficld Conditions
In the sketry 13 the -

"

CABLE IS AWAITED
FOR DISPOSITION
OF 70,000 GRAVES

Instructions for Assembly
Expected Daily from
War Department

Cuble instructions nrs expected daily from
the War Department in the States in regard to
the nesembly and final disposition of America’s
70,000 graves in Xurope.

“he final disposition of bodies will be con.
sidered and cxcented s nn entire project, at
sueh time, probubly after the conclusion of
peace, ns the vastuess and difficulty of this
almost incenceivabic task may make possible.””
So the suthorities announced in the midst of
the war, and despite the fact that it wus alse
announced that '‘return of bodies to the United
States will he made in due time except in cases
where a specific request to the contrary is
made,”” this, the assurance that there will be o
summing up snd final disposition of the dead
as o great singled out task, is the only definite
answer that the Government at this mement can
give to this gquestion. In fact, the mntter of
the final disposition of the American desd is
now in the hands of Congress. So far, no dead
hiave been returned to the United States,

Indications nre that Congress will finully pro-
vide for the return of all hodies desired re-
turned, but that ot least a half of our dead, by
the preference of those concerned, will rest
permanently in Franee.

In the meantime, the A.E.F. is gathering. its
dead togethor, that in desth they may bo as
they were in life—in serried ranks, shoulder

will operato undor field counditions. No details
of firing will be made known in advance to the
plateon leaders, and eaeh platoon will advanee
as in an sttuek during real battle, to be con.
fronted with the conditions under which it
must demonstrate its ability. Judging will be
on tho formations adopted, the estimote of the
tactical situation, the appliention of fiving and
general conduct. -

Ofiicers and soldiers will be” awarded medals
wceording to their standings in the various in-
dividusl ovents, The winning platoous in the
niusketry muteh will be awarded s trophy, snd
the men in the platoon will he given brounze
medals.

Elimipstion matches are to be held in all

20,000 or more in R d

hospital ildi and the ins i of ma-

chinery and other equipment is being rushed to
5 1 of Engi

izl eligible to send'repmsemnt‘.\‘es
to the cgmpetiﬁon. Each division will have
» competition to melect the platoon that will

y o large

$.0.S. TOHAVE FIELD MEET

An 8.0.8. chmpionship field and track meot
will be held at Nics, April 11, 12 and 13. On
the firet day the trisls will ho hald, the semi-
finals being run off the following duy, and tho
finals on the third dey.

In addition to the usuul track ‘and ficld
events, the program ealls for soveral interest
ing relay races. In an inter-sectional relay the
first suan will run 220 yards, the sccond 460,
the third 880 aud the fourth one mile. Two
olher relsys that should prove interesting sro
the 880.yurd relay, in which each man will run
22¢ yvsrds, and the one mile relay, in which
cach runner covers 440 yards.

Tenms will -competo from each bame, iutor-
mediote aud advanco section of the S.0.8. Com-
manding officers of these sections are suthor-
ized to gront seven-day passes to ono officer
and section squad, with an allowance of five
additional days for traveling, so thot the ath-
lctes can rench Nice by April 9.

Numes of the men entered must be submitted
to the athlotic oficer at Tours by April 1.
AAU. rales will govorn.

EX-Y.M.C.A. MEN JAILED

Phroo former sccrctaries of the Y.AL.C.A.

BASE PORTS OF A.EF.
RETURN TO FRENCH

Rouen Already Closed, Le
Havre and "Others
Soon to Follow

Port by port Uncle Sam is closiog out the
groatest shipping business that suy country has
on foreign shores. Rouen is closed and in the
honde-of the French, Le Havre and Marseille

T it in the y match,  1n addi.
tion to Infantry, Enginecr snd@ Cavalry units,
marksmen msy be sent for both the rifle snd
pistol competitions by other units armed with
rifles and pistols, riflc units to send one man
for each 200 men under srms, pistol snd re-
volver armed organizations to send ono man
for cach 100 mon 50 armed.

Under G.O. 27, G.H.Q., overy company will
devote approximately 70 hours of its time be-
tween March 17 and Moy 2 to musketry trains
ing.

BOOKS BY MAIL TO A.EF.

Any soldier in the AE.F. mny obtain two
books by mail, whether he is stotioned on the
Rhine or in the Mediterranesn or billsted in 5
village in Burgundy, by the simple process of
writing a letter or posteard. numing the books
he wants, to the American Library Association,
10 Ruo)do 1I"Eiysee, Parie. In writing he is

are In the process of d and mony
buers, including Tonuay-C § £,
Morans, Lo Rochelle and Les Sables d'Olonne,
will toke care of the freight siready headed
their way and then eay farewell to the Stars
snd Stripes.

At tho same timoe comes the announcement
of the first break in tho ling of rnilroad com-

srrested lagt Janusry on charges of
funds entrusted to them have been found guilty
by o military court-martisl ‘and gentenced to
prison, .

Sentenco of 13 years was imposed upon
Georgs B, Schoeffol of Rochestor, ¥. Y, nnd
Rev. Hugh B, Atkine and J. Mansfield of New
York were cach given ten-year tormsa.

While divisional seceretary of tho Y.AL.C.A.
at Toul, Atkins nppropristed for his own use
140,000 francs, most of which hsd been given
to him by soldiers to be sont to their homes.
He mado restitution of s groater port of this
total. Schoeffel was charged with stesling
87,000 {rancs.

FIRST PRISONERS FREED

he first Germaon prisoners to bo freed by
the Allics, 800 mon of Alsatian-Lorrsioo de
scent eaptured by the A.EF, are sbout to be
relonsed from the American prison camp ot St.
Pierrs dos Corps, noor Tours, under an sgrec-
ment with tho French Governmont,

The released men will be given clvilisn
cloiking and trunsported free on regular French
er trains to their old homes in redcemed

and polish 1heir shoes aro dirccted to be estab-
lishod for cach company, and shoo polisk and
dubbin will.be supplicd by the Q.M.0. Officors
sre ordercd to pay W’ .o a.ontion to the con;

o

Alsses and Lurraine. '
Tho sgrecment with tho French Government
st i en will not bo

dition of the headguer, shoes and
wen under their coemand.

t thoe pat
i to snbmis to military law until pesce
hos been.signed,. © .

goux to Mouti te the Fronch.
The ports mentioned above, all openad during
the yonr 1918, have Landled o total of 2,586,634

munication, the delivery of the line from Pori-|

to name second and third choices for
each book assked for.

The library associstion expeets 100,000 sol-
diers to write for books in the comiug month.
In tho same month it expects to establisk 1,000
sepurate new libravies for Americsn units seat-
tered through France.

In addition to mailing books to individual
goldiers, the A ies ibrary i has
andertaken to help furnish the hooks nceded
3_95- the pogt rechoojs ’eumb!ished by the Army

has
o of 1000 books, classified

in
tion to civilisn labor snd prisoners of war.
Lo Havro slso rccoived 648,488 troops, Lo
Rochelle 8,300 and Marscillo 816,

The frst step taken in the absndonmont of
& port Is s notification to tho Frendh Govern.
ment that tho United States is ready to roturn
the port. All freight in tho port is then un-
foaded and tho worehouses cleuned out. All
stovedore material is shipped to Bassens, near
Bordesux, A grest deal of materisl is being
sold to tho French,

Tho plan of the Transporistion Department
s now to concentrate on tho throo main poris
of Bordesux, St. Nozsire and Brest, and conse-
quently on tho ono main line of railroad com-
munications from Bt. Nazaire to Is.sur-Tille
with branches coming in from Bordenux nnd
Brost, 'With the 1y dimini num-

tons snd cmployed 16,483 in sddi-

rrep

aceording to subjects from practical trentises on
motion piciure mackines, dsirying, printing und
plumbing to works oo astronomy and Gothic
cathedrals,

" INSIGNIA TO STAND

Divisional insignin c¢an be worn in
the United Statea by officers and mien
to he out of the
gervize. 'The Seerctury of War aays so.
‘I'he following instructions oun the sub-
ject have Dbeen received at General
Headquarters:
“The Secretary of War directs that
Clrenlnr 18, War Departmacnt, 1918, be

ber of treops in the A.EJT. to supply sud with
the opening of Retidrdam and Antwerp, this
can boe done casily without cauelng congestion.

The following figures sphow the total tonnage
handled by each of the ports about to o closed,
with thelr dates of opuning:
Rouga, opened May 1, 1018...00u00

uvre, Iclh, 1, B s znrenansasrney

Tonuay-Cherenio and Hochefort, Fob. 20,

La Rochelly and Maeans, Jan. 3, 1818700
Marntlle, July 9
Xas Sables &'Olonne, Aug. 29, 1818...

209,728 tony
544,458 toos

B1V.860 fon:
774,834 1ons

g o
2,726 tons

to make it clear thut ail offl.
cers and men returning from overseas
for the purpose of sischarge, gither
with units or casuals, will be p ite
ted to,wear divistonel insignin., This
will npply not only to thoze who are
in divixions but to those who return
ns cosunls to hospitnls, Casunls re-™|
turplng from overneas for active duty
in United States will De required to
remove thefr fusignin®

to d From {rozen dugouts,
from old ruins, from those hastily improvised
and pow sunken openings in the ground that
were shell holes and battle graves, from wheat
field snd river bank and meadow knoll, from
all of the thousands of places of isolution and
zrent loneliness, the dend are being tenderly
Hfted and borne to fake their pluces in the
ordered ranks of the Army.

4,000 at Work on Problem

To this tusk the Government is now devot-
g the services of more than 4,000 soldiers.
‘They nre called tho *Graves Registration Serv.
fve,' and they are a part of thut vast prosaic
and mundsne organization known as the Quar-
termaster Corps. There is nothing spectacular
in the work of these men, nothing with the
thriil of tho heroie, no nnticipation of applauds,
Digging 6h old graves, often being forced to
wenr gas masks, prying in old dugouts and
shelt holes, senrching bodies for some mark of
identity, carvying the remaing to the nesrest
cemetory, burying, marking and reporting them
—there is not & great deal in this serviee to
allure or, reomingly, to inspire.

Yet, story after story is geing the rounds of
how this Hitls group bhors or that Hitle group
there not only did all they were told to do and
all that was expected of them, but actuslly dis-
regarded lhe Army and went ahead pnd added
those touches that they knew would comfort
and please the people at home. :

For cxample, there wzs & little group who
gathered together, identified and buried more
thun o thousand isolated bodies s! Poisy on the
Ajsne.  The graves were marked off tn the
regulntion plots of 208 ench and graded and
marked with erosses, 'The gravel paths ns
called for in the standardized blueprinis of the
G.R.8. were Inid off. And so far as the Army
was conecerned, the job was done.

But these soldiers would not hase it so.
They went through pile after pils of salvage
osnd found a lot of iron rafls; they begped or
borrowed cement from the meighboring region,
ond put a fence of concrete and iron around
thut little cemetery, Then they seurched in the
nesr-by wood for the tallest, straightest treo In
all that region, cut it down, stripped it, painted
it white, and planted it deep down in the heart
of the fleld of honor. Around its besc they
planted flowers and from its magt they swung
to tho breeze the fiag,

It is nor oasy to spenk of the dead in terms
of cards and maps, And vet, at the ceatral
officc of the Graves Rogistration Service st
Tours, the question of our dead is earcfully and
patiently being worked out to suswer with just
these things, thousands of them. Thero are
maps that show every grove to the cxact inch
in the large sssembly of cemoteries far back of
the lines, and therc aro cards of record to
which, at 5 mement’s notice, a clork con turn
and give the whole history of = grave.

This part of the work ix well in hand. It is
in tho battle aroas that most of the work re-
mains to be done.

X Twelve Areas in Frace

The whole of France has been dlvided into
three ndvances and nino othor aress, including
base snd intermedlate soctions asd the District
of Parls. Those aress ars cut icto numbered
blocks of six kilometere square, and sgain sub-
divided into lots o kilometer squore. TUkits
from thoe Graves Reglstration Sorvice sre cover-
ing overy squsyo kilometer of the terrain thor-
oughly, collsborating with old records in con-
firming and establishipg groves, discovering in
all kinds of ocut-of-tbo-way places new groves
uever ing § v bl

Continued on Page 2

DIVISIONS WILL
GO HOME IN ORDER
OF ARRIVAL HERE

General Policy on Sailing
Priority Announced
by G.H.Q.

FIGURES FOR FOUR MONTHS

27th, 30th, 85th, 37th and 9ist
Due to Sail in March—Some
Exeeptions Made

Divisions of the AEF. will be returned to
<he United States in the order-of the srrivad
of their respective Divisional Hy
France.

Phisz information wus felegraphed this week
by G.H.Q. to all Divisions! Commenders in
Franee and i8 confirmed in G.O. 85,

Dased on the shipping estinmmntes and assum-
ing that conditions do not chunge, tho divisions
will be returned to the States in the following
order:

March: 27th, 30th, 85th, 37th and 91st.

April: 26th, 77th, 8204, 35th and 42nd.

May: 32nd, 28th, 38cd, 80th and 7Sth,

Junc: $9th, 90th, 29th and F9th.

General exceptions to the rule of return in
ihe order of arrival aro made in the case of
divisions having Regular Army designutions.
Special exeoptions will only be nade in cases
where availability of rail and sea transports-
tion, location relntive to ports, or the con
irolling nilitary situation makes changes udvis.
able.

Combat troops not assigned to a division will
by returned in the order iu which their services
can be spared, Troops in the S.0.8. and in
lubor haitalions will also be returned when
their services can be gpared, but 5o far as pos.
sible the new policy will be to release them for
return in the order they arrived in Fruuce.

Confirming tho estimate of the spred with
which troops are likely to be returned, made
lnst week by Maj. Gen, James (&, Iarbord,
Commanding Genersl, $.0.8, the new GO,
gives the {ollowing figures. for the nexi four
months® ssilinge as foreesst by probable ship-
ping capreity:

Mareh, 212,0005 April, 221,600; May,
248,600, and June, 276,000,

These figures, however, as poiuted out last
woek by Genersl Harbord, are subject fo vari
ations {rom eanses that cunnot be forseen.

G.G. 35 does vot nffcet units which are now
awaiting  immediate transportuiion to the
United Stntes. A schedule of divislons to be
roturned afler July 1 will be issued Iater, the
order states.

All told, 14 divisions already have gone out
of existente ns divisionnl units so far as the
AEP. is concerncd. These are the T6th, 39th,
§7th, 84th, 8Gih, 34th, B1st, 38th, 8th, 83rd,
40th, 41st, 63rd sod 92nd.  The )

ters in
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(.M. TO TAKE OVER
- Y.M.C.A. CANTEENS;
TRANSFER IN MARCH

Organization Asks Change
After 18 Months of
Operation

20 MILLIONS OF SUPPLIES

Auxiliary Assumed Charge of Ex-
changes in August, 1917, al
C.-in-C.’s Request

Canteons and post exchunges in the ATBR.
keretofore operated by the Y.M.CA, sro to be
takten over by the Army, The tranmsfer will
ke place as noen as arrangements can be com-
pleted, probably next month.

The personnel of the Y.IM.C.A. now en-
maged in conteen work will be retained in
France and will be utilized for other purposss
desigred to beneSt men of tbe AE¥. The
canteens, when taken over by the Army, will
be operated by tho Quartermaster Corps.
“Phese facts were mado publie in ststements
issued st G.ILQ. and at Y.3.0.A. hesdquarters
this week,

1L s stated in Yotters slse given out that the
Y.AML.C.A. undertook the organization of the
ARF. eanteen system 18 months sgo st the
reguest of General Pershing, and thot the Army
is mow taking over the post exchange buciness
at the request of the Y.M.C.A, mado scon after
the siguing of the nrmisg‘jce and renewed on
January 29.

It is estimated by the Y. M.O.A, shat the
transfor of the system jnvolres cantesn sup-
plies now on hand valued at $20,00¢,000.

G..GQ.'s statement upon the transfer, under
dnte of February 23, follows:

&g soou as arrangements can be perfected
for the opening of Army exchanges the Y.M.
C.A. will censa to be responsible for the cantoen
service in the ALK This transfer will prob-
ably take effect in March.

f*fn August, 1917, the Y. M. C. A. was asked
to assume charge of canteen work for the Army.
A question of exchanges for our troops in the
field was considered one of prime importance.

these being rated as  nocessitios
rather than lJuxuries. The establishment of
st s by the ercanizati 1! waK

discontinned beeanse officers and men would be
taken nway from their vital functions of train-
ing and fighting.

Tonnage Difiienltics

““The tonnage which could be allotied to the
YM.C.A. for transport of supplies from ths
United States was far shert of the amount re-
quested. Realizing that deliveries under the
circumstances coull not meet the needs of the
Y.M.C.A., the Y.M.C.A, set shout supplementing
the smount of supplics sent from the United
States.

ters
of ull these havo proceeded home,

The 92nd and 93rd were composed of colored
troops. The 93rd never saw aclion as s umit,
its regiments having been in service with the
French, Most ot tho othors are 1

A hasing department was organized and
instructions were issued to utilize to the max.
imum, the domestic market of France, Italy,
Switzerland and Spain.  Associations were algo
entored into with the French Ministry and

divisions which were greotly reduced by the
transfer of personal to other unita.

MORE THAN SIXTH OF A.E.F.
HAS NOW LEFT FOR HOME

Troops sailing for home in the week ending
February 19 numbered 016 efficers and 17,258
enlisted men, of whom 338 officers and 4,870
enlisted men ware classed as casunls. Artiliery
units followed cusuals in the numericsl order
of those sailing with 108 officers and 4,207 en-
linted wen, Porty-six Infantry officers and
1.724 Infantrymen were sise Included Ip the
totals. Deopartures now totnl 357,040 or more
than one-sixth of the AL.F.'s Armisticn Day
strength.

1t wns learned tuir week that the German
liner Ymeperator, one of the German ships which
will transport Americans home, will net Dbe
availablo as s00n 58 was expected.

Mud, which fought impartizlly for and
sgainst both sides in the land warfare from
Flanders to the Vosges, has shown that it eun
tske n hand on the sea also. River deposits
Lave crected o burrier at the mouth of the Elbe
whieh holds the I in at Hom-

French manuf, ars, resalting in the reopen-
ing of 46 definite factories which had heen
closed following the French decree closing up
candy snd pastry factories.

t*An agreoment for the taking over of the
T.ALO.A. factories and warchonses. to toke
effect January 1, 1919, was entered into be-
twoen the Chief Quartermasfer, A.EJF, and
Mr. Oarter, head of the V.A.C.A., and srrango-
ment made whereby the Y.M.C.E, would pur-
chage direct from the Q.M.C.; in spite of all
efforts, however, the Y.M.C.A. was unablle to
ageure the necessary supplies.

“tArmy personnel and transportation ure Dow
available for this work. Tho Y.AL.C.A. will be
retieved from tho henvy burden, snd muny of
the personnel will be used for other purposes.
Officers at GJLQ. and in the Chief Q.M.s
office are now working on plans for the new
aystern of exchanges.'

Following is the ¥.M.C.A.'s statement:

‘*Soon after Americs ontered the war tho
Army asked the Y.M.C.A. to take over the post
oxchange service, thereby releasing “inany offi-
cers and mon for the functions of training and

hting. The Y.M.C.A. took over the post ex-

burg until dredges have cleared the channel,
Anothier development this week of the troop
return situation denls with officers and men ro-
turning to the States under travel orders issued
in the A.EF, These soldiers are not going to
be left under the iflusion that the dezon inspec-
tions in the embarkstion camps, the bathing
and delousing formalities and oll the other in-
cidents of their leavetsking in France will
enalile them to step into & taxicab a few mor
ments after their transport docks at Hoboken.
Under instructions from the War Depart-
ment, all travel orders issued for soldiers who
gre returning to report to specific officers or
places for apecific duty will contain this clanso:
“*Complinnce with this order afier arriv:
in the United States is subject to such delays

as may be imposed by tho authorities at the
port of deharkation in secordance with orders
from the War Department relative to debarka.
tion,

tion.""
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NO AFTERNOON DRILLS

No more reguiny afiernoon drilis for
the troops of the ALK,

Execpt when mancuvers or exer-
cines of large uniis are taking place,
purcly military work will customax-
ily be finished by noon, It Is directed
n G. 0, 27, G.HQ. The new order
atates further that nfternoons will be
dovoted chicfly to athlctics and edu-
cationn]l activitiea.

The order aleo specifies that hegin.
ning March 1 the training of troops
win undor ound

D ;3 or sime
L= s

Sny Y

will be permitted to rescrve not fo
excesd Cour days 3 manth for divi-
stonnl or corps terrain exercises or

maopcuvers. -

change work a6 a patrictic duty, as part of its
work of scrvice to the American goldier.

+It was a difficult task. The Associstion
foresaw this, but America had called and the
*Y’ angwered.

o Conflict in Prices

**Ong phase in particular of the post exe
changa work promised and caused trouble. Xt
was the conflict in prices botween Army can-
teans and the post exchunges operated by the
TM.CAL

“Dy law nn Army canteen, no matier where
located, wells all goods at fsctory cost price.
The Y.M.C.A. was nuthorized by tho Army to
operate its canteens on a self-sustaining basis,
1t was directed by the War Work Council that
this be dome by sclling at cost prica plus
{ransportation, insurancs and an sllowanco to
cover loes or damage of goods.

““This mennt that the Army could sell a
paskage of Pledmont ecigarcties for, sar, 15
centimes. Thst was their cost price in the
United States. The Y.M.C.A, paring the
Army's selling price for the packege of Pied-
mont cigarettes, had to scll them, for, foy, 25
centinies. The differenco represented transe
portation, plus insarance. ete.

4+ho mottor of ocean transport was a costly
propesition. There might be mentionsd two
shiploads in partienlsr of the meny the T3,
O.A. brought to France, paying sometimes as
Righ ns $200 n ton for {reight spacce.

“‘These two shiploads came to Marseille,
Their corgoes tofallew $250,000 in value. The
freight was $150,000. Tho insursnce was
$15,000. This was prior to Avgust, 1918, when
tho submarine mennce Joomed large. The high
freight rate—which did not ipclude inland
transportation on either side of the ocesu—
plus (be high insurnnco rato on these twe car
goes necessitated a high selling price.

**The scorcity of occan tounsge operated in
apother way to mnke tho selling prices high at
Y.M.C.A. post exchanges, When the sssocia-
tion took over the work. it asked for ship space
of 224 tous s month for ench udit of 25,000
men. This request was based on careful estl.
mates.

“\War's exigoncios prevanted the Y.ALO.A,
from being ollotted what it asked, Tp to s
date poried in 1918, the Y.M.C.LA, received sn
sverage ollotment of but 78 tons n month for
each unit of 25,000 men. ~

*To pupply this lack, the Associstion took
over 46 factories in France. These turned out
per month 10,000,000 bars of chocelate and
12,000,000 packages of sweel biscuit lo ronnd
figures. N

t“Also the aseocintion bought In Fianes,
Greast Britgin, Spain, Itnly end Switrerland
great quantities of supplies for the post ex-
changos.

**War conditions made prices of supplies i
Isbor very high. This incressed, of ogll:xm the




